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What would have been the reaction in America had the
German-born in America taken to arms in 1917-1918?
Despite the dissimilarity in underlying conditions, there
is a common war psychology. In the world conflict, the
Armenians in Turkey knew that they staked their all.
To the everlasting disgrace of the Allied and Asso-
ciated Powers, the Armenian question became a shuttle-
cock after the Turkish armistice. It was well-conceived
by European diplomats and military advisers that Amer-
ica should nurture this proposed buffer state, which
occupies one of the most difficult strategic positions of
any world area. President Wilson had an influential,
if small, following in the United States in connection with
this plan; but his rough treatment at the hands of pro-
fessional diplomats at home as well as abroad sickened
the American public of further participation in world
affairs. The temper of the majority of the American
public on the Armenian question in 1919 was unmistak-
able. Pitiful, indeed, were the words of the President
to Mr. Eay Stannard Baker, spoken at Paris, that in
all the appeals to him "he did not find a single one, either
from strong nations or weak, that contains an offer to
help him or help America unreservedly or disinterestedly
in applying at Paris the principles which everyone had
so acclaimed as the basis of the peace."
Had the United States assumed a "mandate" for
Armenia, we should have been accused of having an im-
perialistic motive behind all our missionary, educational,
and relief work—a charge which would stand unan-
swered! As far as America is concerned, the proposal
became a phantom following the report of the Harbord
Mission, 1919-1920 (Select Document 20), sent out by
President Wilson, which did not make any specific recom-
mendation as to acceptance or rejection, but correctly
stated that American troops would be required in the

